Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1860-1869

Van Raalte Papers

7-1-1861

Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
G. Wakker
William Buursma
Althea Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1860s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Wakker, G.; Buursma, William; and Buursma, Althea, "Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church" (1861). Van Raalte Papers: 1860-1869. 96.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1860s/96

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1860-1869 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

1 July 1861

Holland, Michigan

In a meeting of the congregation of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the pastor requested a report of the committee raising funds for the school. The
results of only one district was reported on. $15 was received for the teachers and $11 for the
new building. There was no unity in the meeting about the school. Some wondered if the school
was even necessary. It was proposed to raise $600 "by means of a tax personally assessed. This
was approved. "...[T]he president expressed his concern whether it would be wise to continue
with this matter." [It was not clear whether Van Raalte wondered about continuing the school or
if the tax assessment was the right way to go.]
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 159.

Page 159

Congregational Meeting of July 1, 1861
The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte, president.
ARTICLE 1 — The president requests a report from the committee, which declares that
they have not begun their assignment, because they expected the members to be present
here, and they would then have opportunity to sign. Kroon, however, had made the
rounds in his district and presented a list of $15.00 received for the teachers, and $11.00
toward the school building.
ARTICLE 2 — It was proposed that the pledge list should now be circulated among the
membership present. This was not accepted.
ARTICLE 3 — After a discussion of strongly differing principles about the school and the
situation of the congregation, including whether the school was even necessary, and all of
the problems involved, it became clear that there was no unity. The results of the support
brought no comfort, especially since some actively worked in public against the program.
ARTICLE 4 — It was proposed to raise $600.00 by means of a tax personally assessed.,
and then to have the school but on a smaller scale. This was approved. The counting of
the ballots indicated 35 for, 7 against, and 2 blank.
ARTICLE 5 — Because of the small number of members present at the meeting, the
president expressed his concern whether it would be wise to continue with this matter.
The majority thought that this meeting was too legalistic, and that the decision of the
gathering would not be binding on every member.
ARTICLE 6 — The meeting was closed with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
G. Wakker, clerk

